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The Division of Child, Adolescent and Family Health (DCAFH) is the national focal point for 
improving health care for America’s children and adolescents. Strategies include encouraging 
medical homes for all children, focusing on a coherent support system for early childhood health 
and development, and promoting national campaigns on safety and violence prevention that have 
proven effective in reducing illness, injury, and death among children and adolescents. The Division 
takes a lead role in encouraging comprehensive, community-based health care that combines public 
and private resources and promotes environments where healthy behaviors can develop. 
 
Early Childhood Health and Development  
DCAFH supports three major program areas to support families, communities and States to 
produce children who are healthy and ready to learn at school entry.  The Healthy Child Care 
America (HCCA) program area, begun in 1995, supports States in achieving a coordinate, systemic 
program for optimal healthy development for children in out-of home settings.   The Early 
Childhood Comprehensive Systems program area, begun in 2003,  expands on  HCCA to support 
families, communities and States to focus on systems building across several several different 
sectors, including early care and education, health care, mental health, family support and 
parenting education.  Most recently, associated with the Affordable Care Act, the Maternal, Infant 
and Early Childhood Home Visiting program provides States and jurisdictions with support from a 
collaboration between HRSA and the Administration for Children and Families to create a 
comprehensive early childhood development system with home visiting programs as critical 
components of such a system.   
 
Adolescent Health 
The Adolescent Health Program addresses both adolescent and young adult health as well as school 
health. Schools represent the single best site for reaching children and adolescents.  Adolescent 
Health programs provide assistance to state and community maternal and child health activities 
and develop educational resources for a variety of audiences.  They provide training, technical 
assistance and resources to all School-based Health Centers across the country and help strengthen 
the abilities of educators, schools (grades K – 12), school districts, colleges and universities, and 
State education agencies to promote student mental health and prevent and address student 
mental, emotional and behavioral problems. 
 
Cross Cutting Efforts 
These programs encompass all of the child and adolescent population.  The Emergency Medical 
Services for Children program is the only federally funded program solely dedicated to improving 
pediatric emergency care. EMSC provides funding in three main categories: 1) State Partnership 
grants, 2) Targeted Issue (TI) grants and 3) the Pediatric Emergency Care Applied Research 
Network (PECARN). The mission of the Injury and Violence Prevention program is to improve 
infant, child, and adolescent health and safety service systems.  More children and adolescents die 
from injuries and violence than from all diseases combined.   Dental caries is the most common 
chronic disease of childhood.  The Oral Health program assists States and communities to prevent 
this disease and restore the damage it causes. 
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Program Contact 
David Heppel, M.D. 
Director, Division of Child, Adolescent and Family Health  
Phone: 301-443-2250 
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