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Division of State and Community Health 
FACT SHEET 

 
The Division of State and Community Health (DSCH) provides National leadership, 
programmatic and policy direction, and administrative oversight for the Title V Maternal 
and Child Health Services Block Grant to States Program, the States Systems Development 
Initiative (SSDI) Grant Program, the Partnership for State Title V Maternal and Child Health 
Community Cooperative Agreement, the Partnership for Urban Maternal and Child Health 
Community Cooperative Agreement and the State Public Health Coordinating Center for 
Autism Cooperative Agreement.  Through its partnerships and its collaborative work with 
the Bureau’s other Divisions and Offices, DSCH works to advance its mission of assuring 
continued improvement in the health, safety and well-being of the maternal and child 
health population in States and communities across the Nation. 
 
DSCH serves as the Federal Government’s primary liaison with the 59 State and 
jurisdictional Maternal and Child Health programs.  In addition to having responsibility for 
the programmatic and financial oversight of the State Title V Maternal and Child Health 
Block Grants and SSDI Grants, the Division coordinates the provision of technical assistance 
and consultation to the State Title V Maternal and Child Health programs; monitors and 
analyzes State-reported data in the Title V Information System (TVIS) to assess Title V 
Maternal and Child Health Block Grant Program implementation, performance and 
outcomes; and shares in the organizational and management responsibilities for the 
Bureau’s international maternal and child health activities as related to the development of 
systems of care and the administration of the Pacific Basin Maternal and Child Health Block 
Grants.  Directly or through grants, contracts, or cooperative agreements, DSCH maintains 
an active liaison with other Federal, State, urban, public, and private professional 
organizations, institutions and associations that have an interest in maternal and child 
health issues.   
 
Title V Maternal and Child Health Services Block Grant to States Program,  
The year 2010 marked the 75th anniversary of the Title V Maternal and Child Health 
program.  When the Social Security Act was passed in 1935, the Federal Government, 
through Title V, pledged its support of State efforts to extend and improve health and 
welfare services for mothers and children.  Since its inception, the program has operated as 
a Federal-State partnership.  Title V has been amended many times over the years.  Today, 
the program remains a key source of support for promoting and improving the health of 
the Nation’s mothers, women, children and youth, including children and youth with 
special health care needs, and their families. 
 
States and jurisdictions use Title V funds to design and implement a wide range of Maternal 
and Child Health and Children with Special Health Care Need activities that address 
National and State needs.  Although specific initiatives may vary, all programs work to 
achieve the following objectives: 
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• Reduce infant mortality and incidence of handicapping conditions among children; 
• Increase the number of children appropriately immunized against disease; 
• Increase the number of children in low-income households who receive 

assessments and follow-up diagnostic and treatment services; 
• Provide and ensure access to comprehensive perinatal care for women; 

preventative and child care services; comprehensive care, including long-term care 
services, for children with special health care needs; and rehabilitation services for 
blind and disabled children under 16 years of age who are eligible for Supplemental 
Security Income, and  

• Facilitate the development of comprehensive, family-centered, community-based, 
culturally competent, coordinated systems of care for children with special health 
care needs. 

 
Title V Information System (TVIS), 
https://perfdata.hrsa.gov/MCHB/TVISReports/default.aspx  
The Division manages this web-based and searchable database for the Title V Maternal and 
Child Health Block Grant to States program and oversees continuing improvements to the 
system based on program trend analyses, grantee feedback, changing maternal and child 
health priorities, and advances in data systems development.  Every year, each 
State/jurisdictional Title V Maternal and Child Health program submits an application and 
annual report to the Bureau on the status of maternal and child health.  In addition, each 
State/jurisdiction submits a State-wide, comprehensive maternal and child health Needs 
Assessment every five years.  The Division compiles the data and makes them publicly 
available on the TVIS.  State-by-State, as well as regional and National composite data, can 
be searched, viewed and printed.  Data include annual expenditures, numbers served, State 
Maternal and Child Health priorities, National performance and outcome measures, State-
defined performance measures, Health Status Indicators, Health System Capacity 
Indicators, and the frequency of public access to State Maternal and Child Health toll-free 
phone lines.  Data also include statistics on infant mortality, prenatal care, childhood 
immunizations and other measures of how well the Nation is caring for the health of its 
maternal and child health populations.  (The TVIS database can also be reached through the 
official Maternal and Child Health Bureau website at http://www.mchb.hrsa.gov.)  
 
State Systems Development Initiative (SSDI) 
Launched in 1993, the SSDI complements the State Maternal and Child Health Block Grants.  
The purpose of the SSDI grants is to assure that the State Title V agencies have access to 
policy and program relevant information and data.  SSDI assists State Agency Maternal and 
Child Health and Children with Special Health Care Needs programs in building State and 
community infrastructure that results in comprehensive, community-based systems of 
care.  These grant projects support Title V agencies in their efforts to conduct ongoing 
Maternal and Child Health needs assessments, to report on their Title V Maternal and Child 
Health Block Grant performance and outcome measures, and to determine their State 
Maternal and Child Health priorities.  States focus their SSDI resources on establishing or 
improving data linkages (first priority); establishing or improving access to surveys and/or 
surveillance systems; providing continued general support of their Title V Maternal and 
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Child Health Block Grant Program; and initiating the development of a life course 
performance metrics.  
 
Partnerships to Promote Maternal and Child Health  
The Division provides administrative oversight for two Cooperative Agreements, which 
were awarded to National Maternal and Child Health membership organizations that work 
in partnership with the Bureau to improve public health programs and the delivery of 
services for the maternal and child health population at National, State, and local levels.  
This funding assists in providing an effective link between the Maternal and Child Health 
Bureau, State and urban Maternal and Child Health programs, and other National, State and 
local Maternal and Child Health organizations and programs.  The current awardee for the 
Partnership for State Title V MCH Leadership Community Cooperative Agreement is The 
Association of Maternal and Child Health Programs (AMCHP), and the current awardee for 
the Urban MCH Leadership Community Cooperative Agreement is CityMatCH.   
 
The Division also provides administrative oversight for a Cooperative Agreement that 
supports a State Public Health Coordinating Center for Autism.   The purpose of the 
Combating Autism Act Initiative (CAAI) State Public Health Coordinating Center for Autism 
(Coordinating Center) is to support and assist States in developing a State system of care to 
improve the health of infants, children, and adolescents who have or are at risk for 
developing autism spectrum disorders and other developmental disabilities.  AMCHP is the 
current awardee for this Cooperative Agreement. 
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