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Improving EPSDT performance through managed care contracts and pediatric purchasing 
specifications Specificity of contract language is particularly important for EPSDT. MCOs need to 
know exactly what services they are responsible for covering. Enrolled children and their families 
need to know what services they are entitled to receive from the MCO and what services they 
are entitled to under the state Medicaid program.  

In five years of studying Medicaid managed care contracts View Negotiating the New Health 
System, GWU researchers saw ways states could improve the specificity of their contracts. 
Thus, GWU developed “purchasing specifications,” which offer model language on various 
topics for states to consider as they draft their contracts. The Medicaid Pediatric Purchasing 
Specifications (MEDIPED) provide illustrative language on EPSDT and serve as the "base" for 
GWU’s other child-related purchasing specifications. Links among ESPDT-related elements of 
several sets of specifications are below.  

CD Child Development 

• §102 (screening assessment services)  

• §103 (developmental health promotion services)  

• §104 (general developmental interventions)  

DENTAL 

• §102 (scope of benefit)  

• §103 (preventive services)  

• §104 (treatment and restorative services)  

• §105 (radiographic, lab, and other diagnostic services)  

• §106 (prescription drugs)  

IMMUN 

• (immunization-related services)  

LEAD  

• (lead-related services)  

MEDIPED Medicaid Pediatric (general) 

• §101 (Medicaid items and services)  

• §102 (EPSDT)  

• §101A(a)(4), (8) (EPSDT coverage standards)  

• §101A(e) (pediatric medical necessity standard)  

• §103A(d)(4) (prior authorization)  

• §102B (EPSDT screening for adolescents)  

• §108B (delivery of childhood lead poisoning services)  

• §501(i) (provider network agreements)  

• §603(c)(1)(A)-(C) (EPSDT service waiting times)  

• §703(a) (interagency agreements)  

• §704(a) (cooperation with WIC program)  

• §803(a)(8) (clinical studies of EPSDT screening)  

• §902 (EPSDT data)  

• §1401(b) (definition of anticipatory guidance) 



 


