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Data that we collect

•Primary Data
•Ourselves
•Others

•Secondary Data



People do not get dental care 
mostly due to:

• (lack of) Money 

• Low 
expectations



Ohio Children’s Oral Health           
(3rd

 
graders)

1987-88    
(6-8 y.o.)

1992-93 
(6-8 y.o.)

1998-
 99
2004-

 05

history of 
tooth decay

50% 50% 51% 55%

untreated 
tooth decay

27% 31% 26% 26%

one or more 
sealants

11% 26% 34% 43%



Percentage of Ohio Third Grade Students With Untreated Cavities,

 

by Family Income



Percentage of Ohio Third Grade Students With Untreated Cavities,

 

by Race



Percentage of Ohio Third Grade Students With Sealants, by Family

 

Income



Sealant Prevalence in Schools with and 
without School-based Sealant Programs, 

Ohio, 2004-05
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Children’s Access 
to 

Dental Care

(dental visit within last 
12 months)



Percentage of Ohio Third Grade Students Who Have Had a Dental Visit Within the Past Year, by Family Income



Uninsured

–5.4% of Ohio 
children have no 
healthhealth

 
insurance 

–23% of Ohio 
children lack dentaldental

 coverage



Percentage of Ohio Third Grade Students Who Have Had a Dental Visit Within One Year, by Dental Care Payment Source



Ohio Oral Health Surveillance System

www.odh.ohio.gov/odhPrograms/ohs/oral/oral1.aspx

http://www.odh.ohio.gov/odhPrograms/ohs/oral/oral1.aspx


Ohio Oral Health Surveillance System, 2007



Cuyahoga County



Hard Copy Reports

Hard Copy Reports
•Legislators
•Local health departments
•Safety net dental clinics 
•Advocacy organizations
•Charitable foundations
•Universities

•Child health programs (WIC, 
Head Start/EHS, CFHS)
•Dental societies
•Dental hygienist societies
•Other professional organizations
•State agencies
•County Family and Children 
First Councils



Publication in Journals



Change



Funding for Oral Health Programs 
2000-2007

Sources

Foundations

ODH

Federal

Other

Purposes

Safety
Net

Case
Mgmt

Sealants

Other

~$40 Million



Future challenges and opportunities for 
monitoring children’s oral health

Challenges

Cheap and Easy



Future challenges and opportunities for 
monitoring children’s oral health

Opportunities
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