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Our approach

As a non-profit, non-governmental organization we…

· Act as a neutral convener of stakeholders in public and private sectors

· Provide a field-oriented perspective to issues facing public health practitioners

· Use a collaborative, participatory approach to problem solving

· Stimulate new ideas and innovative solutions—challenge the status quo

· Advocate/educate partners on key issues and solutions  
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Themes for today

1. Connections – learning from one another to design better child health information systems.

2. How will tomorrow’s enterprise systems accommodate child health needs?

3. Defining the future for child health information systems
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All Kids Count Connections
· Established in early 2001 to stay connected to the field and learn what health departments were doing.

· Grew to 11 projects over time with mix of integration designs and plans.

· Provided small “mini grants” to members to work on special projects.

· Held 6 Connections meetings across the country hosted by members

· Disseminated newsletters from each meeting and reports on special projects.

· Supported Connections zone—an online exchange site

          www.allkidscount.org   and   www.phii.org
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The Enterprise of Health
1. NHII - National Health Information Infrastructure

2. PHIN -Public Health Information Network
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Goals of NHII
· to improve health and health care effectiveness, efficiency and overall quality  

· to improve decision-making by assuring health information available when and where it is needed.

· support all facets of individual health, health care, and public health.

aspe.hhs.gov/sp/nhii/
www.ncvhs.hhs.gov/NHII2kReport.htm
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What is PHIN?

An initiative that seeks 

· to unify public health processes for collecting, storing, and communicating data

· to encourage the generation and rapid access to public health knowledge

· to facilitate linkage to health care delivery  organizations

Through

· the use of standards and standardized processes that will allow for and encourage integrating information on persons using established business rules
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Enterprise systems for child health

· Information architectural specifications are essential to allow interoperability

· What else is needed?

·  public health advocacy for having systems that support the development process in every way (health, social, environmental)

· Public health able to provide a longitudinal view of the data it possesses on every child (EHR)

· Parents have convenient access to information that helps them support their child
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Advice for next steps

· Don’t wait for funding.  Begin planning for enterprise integration now.

· Try to develop a value case.  Ask how the health of children in your state or community can be improved if your program’s information were more readily accessible to other partners, such as providers and parents.

· Cultivate your executive sponsor.  Who in your agency can open doors, help secure resources, and challenge the business case.

· Plan your governance body now.
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For More Information

Dave Ross
dross@phii.org
www.phii.org or www.allkidscount.org
404-687-5634

