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Federal TBI Program  
More than 3.17 million Americans live with a 
disability as a result of a traumatic brain injury (TBI).  
Many of these individuals and their families are 
confronted with inadequate or unavailable TBI 
services and supports.  Passage of the Traumatic 
Brain Injury Act of 1996 (PL 104-166) signaled a 
national recognition of the need to improve state TBI 
service systems.  The Act authorized the Health 
Resources and Services Administration to award 
grants to State Protection and Advocacy (P&A) 
Systems for the purpose of planning and assessing 
the States’ P&A responsiveness to TBI issues to 
ensure that P&A services will be delivered 
appropriately to individuals with TBI and their 
families.  

P&A System 
Disability Rights New Jersey 

NJ P&A’s Grant History 
Since 2002, New Jersey has received ten Federal 
TBI Protection and Advocacy Grants for an average 
of $60,000 each, for a total of $605,643.   

Grant Objectives
1. Provide information about TBI and protection 

and advocacy services to individuals with TBI 
and their families through outreach, education, 
training, and technical assistance. 

2. Provide responsive, enhanced protection and 
advocacy services to underserved communities 
of ethnic and cultural diversity. 

3. Support the self advocacy efforts of individuals 
with TBI and their families to advocate for 
programs and services including health care 
through access to relevant information and 
resources. 

4. Ensure that veterans with TBI have access to 
services and programs. 

5. Provide individual advocacy and legal 
representation to individuals with TBI with regard 
to abuse and neglect, discrimination, and access 
to services and devices. 

Progress 
• Provided comprehensive protection and 

advocacy services to individuals with TBI and 
their families. 

• Maintained a designated, regularly updated 
PATBI page on agency website. 

• Published a veteran specific TBI pamphlet in 
collaboration with BIANJ. 

• Provided information on TBI and DRNJ 
protection and advocacy services to all NJ 
County veteran offices and Vet Centers. 

• Produced a TBI resource sheet for distribution at 
outreach events. 

• Provided testimony to the NJ General Assembly 
regarding proposed regulation changes to the 
TBI Fund. 

• Met with Congressional Representatives to 
advocate for the needs of individuals with TBI. 

Continuing Effort 
DRNJ continues to expand outreach, education, and 
promotion of self-advocacy to individuals with TBI, 
their families, providers, and service organizations, 
with special focus on veterans. 

For Further Information
P&A TBI Program 
Susan Head 
Disability Rights New Jersey 
(609) 292-9742 
advocate@drnj.org 

Federal TBI Program 
LCDR Donelle McKenna 
Director, Federal TBI Program 
(301) 443-9280 
dmckenna@hrsa.gov 
http://www.hrsa.gov/gethealthcare/conditions/trauma
ticbraininjury/ 

Go to https://tbitac.norc.org for information on additional P&A TBI 
activities. 
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