
Federal Traumatic Brain Injury Program P&A Grant Fact Sheet 

January 2011 

NEW YORK 
Protection and Advocacy Grant: 10/01/09-09/30/13

http://www.cqc.ny.gov 

Federal TBI Program  
More than 3.17 million Americans live with a 
disability as a result of a traumatic brain injury (TBI).  
Many of these individuals and their families are 
confronted with inadequate or unavailable TBI 
services and supports.  Passage of the Traumatic 
Brain Injury Act of 1996 (PL 104-166) signaled a 
national recognition of the need to improve state TBI 
service systems.  The Act authorized the Health 
Resources and Services Administration to award 
grants to State Protection and Advocacy (P&A) 
Systems for the purpose of planning and assessing 
the States’ P&A responsiveness to TBI issues to 
ensure that P&A services will be delivered 
appropriately to individuals with TBI and their 
families.  

P&A System 
NYS Commission on Quality Care and Advocacy for 
Persons with Disabilities 

NY P&A’s Grant History 
Since 2003, New York has received nine Federal 
TBI Protection and Advocacy Grants for an average 
of $86,000 each, for a total of $772,964. 

Grant Objectives
1. Ensure that individuals with TBI will be afforded 

meaningful due process within the New York 
State TBI Waiver. 

2. Ensure that individuals with TBI receive access 
to comprehensive, high quality health care 
services. 

3. Assist individuals with TBI who are not on the 
TBI Waiver to receive appropriate services. 

4. Continue outreach with BIANYS to returning 
veterans with TBI. 

Recent Progress 
• Averted, through court action, the precipitous 

transfer of individuals within the TBI Waiver to 
possible inappropriate providers.  

• Assisted sister P&A in Massachusetts in gaining 
screening for repatriation of New York residents 
from Mass. nursing homes. 

• Assisted a young woman with TBI in gaining 
additional day program services to help transition 
to college. 

• Assisted an individual with TBI who was a 
defendant in a land sale dispute to reach a 
satisfactory settlement. 

Continuing Effort 
PATBI will devote additional time to serving 
individuals who are presently not served by the 
State’s TBI Waiver. Those cases will include 
entitlement and property related issues, family and 
domestic matters and insurance problems. 
However, a serious Due Process issue exists within 
the Waiver requiring the dedication of significant 
staff time. With regard to systemic advocacy, the 
social work student intern program has had a 
successful year with a commitment from SUNY 
Buffalo for another year.  Finally, work continues 
with BIANYS in the hopes that the TBI Trust Fund 
may come closer to fruition in this legislative year.  

For Further Information
P&A TBI Program 
Bill Combes 
NYS Commission on Quality Care and Advocacy for 
Persons with Disabilities 
(518) 388-2887 
bill.combes@cqc.ny.gov 

Federal TBI Program 
LCDR Donelle McKenna 
Director, Federal TBI Program 
(301) 443-9280 
dmckenna@hrsa.gov 
http://www.hrsa.gov/gethealthcare/conditions/trauma
ticbraininjury/ 

Go to https://tbitac.norc.org for information on additional State TBI 
activities. 
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