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Federal TBI Program

More than 3.17 million Americans live with a
disability as a result of a traumatic brain injury (TBI).
Many of these individuals and their families are
confronted with inadequate or unavailable TBI
services and supports. Passage of the Traumatic
Brain Injury Act of 1996 (PL 104-166) signaled a
national recognition of the need to improve state TBI
service systems. The Act authorized the Health
Resources and Services Administration to award
grants to State Protection and Advocacy (P&A)
Systems for the purpose of planning and assessing
the States’ P&A responsiveness to TBl issues to
ensure that P&A services will be delivered
appropriately to individuals with TBI and their
families.

P&A System
South Dakota Advocacy Services (SDAS)

SD P&A’s Grant History

Since 2002, South Dakota has received ten Federal
TBI Protection and Advocacy Grants of $50,000
each, for a total of $500,000.

Grant Objectives

1. Provide information and referral services &
representation to eligible individuals and their
families on TBI disability-related issues and
provide case services to eligible individuals and
their families.

2. Provided system advocacy by continuing to
collaborate with key divisions within
State/Federal governmental department and
other interested agencies to increase & enhance
access to appropriate services for individuals
with TBI and their families.

3. Through education, outreach and training
activities individuals with TBI and families will
receive information regarding rights issues, laws
& services.

4. Provide quality assurance with services provided
by the PATBI Program in a timely, appropriate
and culturally sensitive manner.

Recent Progress

* Continued linkages with Brain Injury Alliance of
South Dakota, Native American Nations,
statewide brain injury support groups and
State/Federal/local agencies including VA
facilities serving individuals with TBI.

* Provided I&R services to approximately 145
people; served 20 individuals in areas such as
housing, education, employment, and Social
Security entitlements, and TBI services.

* Conducted a mailing outreach throughout the
state to school districts’ high school football
coaches on the effect concussions may have on
players.

* Disseminated approximate 11,259 publications
and brochures relating to TBI.

Continuing Effort

SDAS will continue to implement grant objectives &
advocate for individuals with TBI and their families to
access services/supports.

For Further Information

P&A TBI Program

Robert J. Kean

South Dakota Advocacy Services
(605) 224-8294
keanr@sdadvocacy.com

Federal TBI Program

LCDR Donelle McKenna

Director, Federal TBI Program

(301) 443-9280

dmckenna@hrsa.gov
http://www.hrsa.gov/gethealthcare/conditions/trauma

ticbraininjury/

Go to https://tbitac.norc.org for information on additional P&A TBI
activities.
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