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Federal TBI Program  
More than 3.17 million Americans live with a 
disability as a result of a traumatic brain injury (TBI).  
Many of these individuals and their families are 
confronted with inadequate or unavailable TBI 
services and supports.  Passage of the Traumatic 
Brain Injury Act of 1996 (PL 104-166) signaled a 
national recognition of the need to improve state TBI 
service systems.  The Act authorized the Health 
Resources and Services Administration to award 
grants to State Protection and Advocacy (P&A) 
Systems for the purpose of planning and assessing 
the States’ P&A responsiveness to TBI issues to 
ensure that P&A services will be delivered 
appropriately to individuals with TBI and their 
families.  

P&A System 
Disability Rights Wisconsin  

WI P&A’s Grant History
Since 2002, Wisconsin has received ten Federal TBI 
Protection and Advocacy Grants for and average of 
$52,140 each, for a total of $521,403. 

Grant Objectives
1. Provide high quality information and referral, 

technical assistance and individual advocacy 
assistance to people with TBI and their families. 

2. Increase the self-advocacy skills of people with 
TBI and their families though partnership with 
Wisconsin’s Department of Health and the BIA 
of Wisconsin.    

3. Increase service provider competency and 
understanding of TBI though trainings targeted 
to agencies and individuals serving veterans 
groups and victims of domestic violence and 
sexual assault.  

4. Continue advocacy to improve Wisconsin's TBI 
service delivery system through a combination 
of legislative, policy and systems advocacy 
strategies.  

Recent Progress 
• PATBI Coordinator has been appointed to the 

statewide Brain Injury Advisory Council and is 
chair of the Legal and Legislative Committee,  

which advocates for systems change to benefit 
people with TBI and their families.  

• Continue to provide recommendations to the 
Department of Health and Family Services 
concerning the Brain Injury Medicaid Waiver 
(2009 application renewal). 

• Conducted trainings at statewide BIA of 
Wisconsin support group meetings and at the 
BIA of Wisconsin annual conference using the 
self-advocacy tool kit, which was published by 
DRW in 2008. 

• PATBI Coordinator continues statewide work with 
domestic violence and sexual assault agencies 
resulting in increased understanding and 
accessibility for individuals with TBI.   

• Continue to provide individual advocacy 
assistance on a variety of issues, including 
employment, housing, access to benefits, 
appropriate community services and supports 
and school. 

Continuing Effort 
Disability Rights Wisconsin continues to engage in 
advocacy to improve the lives of individuals with TBI 
and their families.  This includes systems work 
(legislative and administrative) as well as individual 
representation on priority issues such as access to 
services and supports, education, employment and 
housing.  

For Further Information
P&A TBI Program 
Jodi Hanna  
PATBI Coordinator and Supervising Attorney 
Disability Rights Wisconsin 
(608) 267-0214 
jhanna@drwi.org 

Federal TBI Program 
LCDR Donelle McKenna 
Director, Federal TBI Program 
(301) 443-9280 
dmckenna@hrsa.gov 
http://www.hrsa.gov/gethealthcare/conditions/trauma
ticbraininjury/ 

Go to https://tbitac.norc.org for information on additional P&A TBI 
activities. 
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