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Federal TBI Program

More than 3.17 million Americans live with a
disability as a result of a traumatic brain injury (TBI).
Many of these individuals and their families are
confronted with inadequate or unavailable TBI
services and supports. Passage of the Traumatic
Brain Injury Act of 1996 (PL 104-166) signaled a
national recognition of the need to improve state TBI
service systems. The Act authorized the Health
Resources and Services Administration to award
grants to State Protection and Advocacy (P&A)
Systems for the purpose of planning and assessing
the States’ P&A responsiveness to TBI issues to
ensure that P&A services will be delivered
appropriately to individuals with TBI and their
families.

P&A System
WYV Advocates, Inc.

WYV P&A’s Grant History

Since 2003, West Virginia has received nine Federal
TBI Protection and Advocacy Grants of
approximately $50,000 each, for a total of $450,000.

Grant Objectives

1. Establish collaborative relationships with other
key stakeholders.

2. Advocate and assist with the exploration,
development, implementation of an array of
services that meets the culturally diverse needs
for individuals with TBI.

3. Provide direct advocacy services/legal
representation for at least 25 individuals with TBI
in accordance with established priorities and
objectives.

4. Provide assistance in self advocacy to
individuals with TBI and their families.

5. Provide outreach and education to citizens of
WYV to increase awareness of individuals with
TBI.

6. Develop and/or adapt outreach and TBI
educational tools.

7. Conduct TBI forums in at least four major
geographic areas in WV.

8. Provide outreach to health care providers, social
workers, individuals with TBI and family
members in rehabilitation hospitals and the two
existing trauma centers in WV.

Recent Progress

* Brought forth and won first litigation to circuit
court on behalf of an individual with TBI who was
refused Title XIX MR/DD Waiver services.

* Joined and have actively participated in the Ohio
Valley Center Advisory Council.

Continuing Effort

* Continue to recruit individuals with TBI for
membership on our WV Advocates Program
Advisory Council (PAC) as well as our Board of
Directors.

* Continue to provide a TBI P&A Program that is
responsive to the needs of individuals with TBI
and their families and work to build awareness in
the State government for the need of dedicated
TBI services in WV, such as a TBI Waiver.

For Further Information

P&A TBI Program

Clarice Hausch

WYV Advocates, Inc.

(304) 346-0847
chausch@wvadvocates.org

Federal TBI Program

LCDR Donelle McKenna

Director, Federal TBI Program

(301) 443-9280

dmckenna@hrsa.gov
http://www.hrsa.gov/gethealthcare/conditions/trauma

ticbraininjury/

Go to https://tbitac.norc.org for information on additional P&A TBI
activities.
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