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MISSISSIPPI 
Unfunded, Had FY ’97 Planning Grant 

Federal TBI Program  
More than 3.17 million Americans live with a 
disability as a result of a traumatic brain injury (TBI).  
Many of these individuals and their families are 
confronted with inadequate or unavailable TBI 
services and supports.  Passage of the Traumatic 
Brain Injury Act of 1996 (PL 104-166) signaled a 
national recognition of the need to improve state TBI 
service systems.  The Act authorized the Health 
Resources and Services Administration to award 
grants to States for the purpose of planning and 
implementing needed health and related service 
systems changes.   

Lead State Agency 
Department of Rehabilitation Services 

Mississippi’s Grant History 
In 1997 Mississippi received a $66,619 Federal TBI 
Planning Grant.  The State provided $42,983 in 
matching support. 

Infrastructure-at-a-Glance: 1997-2011
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Grant Objectives
Mississippi currently does not have a Federal TBI 
Program Implementation Partnership Grant.   

Progress 
• Identified the Department of Rehabilitation 

Services as the Lead Agency. 

Continuing Effort 
As a result of the initial planning phase, several 
significant systems change needs were identified.  
For example, it was learned that individuals with TBI 
and their families are often unaware of existing TBI 
services and supports, have difficulty accessing 
appropriate services and supports, or services and 
resources are unavailable in some communities.   

For Further Information
State TBI Program 
Allison Lowther 
SCI/TBI Trust Fund Coordinator 
Mississippi Department of Rehabilitation Services 
(601) 853-5397 
alowther@mdrs.ms.gov 

Federal TBI Program 
LCDR Donelle McKenna 
Director, Federal TBI Program 
(301) 443-9280 
dmckenna@hrsa.gov 
http://www.hrsa.gov/gethealthcare/conditions/trauma
ticbraininjury/ 

Go to https://tbitac.norc.org for information on additional State TBI 
activities. 
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