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SUICIDE

In 2007, the latest year for which mortality
data were available, suicide was the third leading
cause of death among persons aged 15-24 years,
9.7 deaths per 100,000 population.! Suicide
mortality among this age group increased by over
70 percent between 1969 and 1994; however,
there was a downward trend between the years of
1994 and 2007. The overall rise in suicide rates
between 1969 and 2007 occurred disproportion-
ately, with a larger increase among White youth
aged 15-24 years than among Black youth.?

In 2009, data from the Youth Risk Behavior
Surveillance System showed that 13.8 percent of
all high school students had considered attempt-
ing suicide during the 12 months prior to the
survey. Female students in the 9th grade were
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the most likely to consider suicide (20.3 per-
cent) while 9th- and 10th-grade males were the
least likely (10.0 percent). Female students were
significantly more likely to consider suicide as
compared to males within each grade level; 13.6
percent of 12th grade females had considered sui-
cide in the prior year. No significant difference by
grade level was found among male students.

In 2009, 6.3 percent of high school students
reported having attempted suicide in the past 12
months. Overall, females (8.1 percent) were more
likely to report at least one suicide attempt than
males (4.6 percent; data not shown). The propor-
tion of students who reported having attempted
suicide also varied by race/ethnicity. Non-His-
panic Asian and White students were least likely
to report attempting suicide (4.0 percent and 5.0
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percent, respectively) while non-Hispanic Native
Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander students and
non-Hispanic students of more than one race
were the most likely to report at least one attempt
in the past year (11.9 percent and 12.4 percent,
respectively). Female students were significantly
more likely to report attempted suicide among
non-Hispanic Black, White, and Hispanic stu-
dents; no sex differences were observed for other
racial/ethnic groups (data not shown).
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