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ADOLESCENT MORTALITY
In 2010, the latest year for which data are 

available, there were 10,887 deaths among ado-
lescents aged 15–19 years, representing a rate of 
49.4 per 100,000.74 The rate of adolescent mor-
tality declined by 7.7 percent from the previous 
year and 26.4 percent from 2000. This decline 
may be largely attributable to decreases in un-
intentional injury,75 which remains the leading 
cause of adolescent death, followed by homi-
cide, suicide, cancer, and heart disease. 

The mortality rate of adolescent males aged 
15–19 was more than twice that of females in 
2010 (69.6 versus 28.1 per 100,000, respective-
ly). This disparity is largely due to higher rates 
of unintentional injury, homicide, and suicide 

death among male adolescents. For example, 
homicide death rates were more than five times 
higher among males than females (14.0 versus 
2.3 per 100,000). Homicide and suicide, when 
combined, account for almost as many deaths as 
unintentional injuries among male adolescents.  

Racial and ethnic disparities also exist, with 
non-Hispanic American Indian/Alaska Native 
adolescents experiencing the highest rate of 
mortality among both males and females (138.6 
and 57.6 per 100,000, respectively). Non-His-
panic Black males had the second highest rate 
of adolescent mortality (108.0 per 100,000) 
while non-Hispanic Asian/Pacific Islander fe-
males had the lowest rate (16.0 per 100,000). 
Unintentional injury was the leading cause of 

death among male and female adolescents of 
all racial/ethnic groups, except non-Hispanic 
Black males, for whom homicide was the lead-
ing cause of death (data not shown). 

The primary cause of unintentional injury 
death was motor vehicle crashes (63.8 percent), 
followed by poisoning (16.4 percent) which is 
the only unintentional injury mechanism to 
increase over the past decade.74,75 Poisoning in-
cludes prescription drug overdoses. Homicide 
deaths to adolescents were predominantly at-
tributable to firearms (84.8 percent) while both 
firearms and suffocation were leading mecha-
nisms of suicide death (40.3 and 45.3 percent, 
respectively; data not shown).74  

Mortality Rates Among Adolescents Aged 15–19 Years, by
Race/Ethnicity* and Sex, 2010
Source (II.23): Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health
Statistics, National Vital Statistics System

*Multiple-race data were bridged to single-race categories **Separate estimates for Asians and Native
Hawaiians and Other Pacific Islanders were not available.

Mortality Rates Among Adolescents Aged 15–19 Years, by
Selected Leading Cause and Sex, 2010
Source (II.23): Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health
Statistics, National Vital Statistics System
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