IEZY HEALTH SERVICES FINANCING AND UTILIZATION CHILD HEALTH USA 2012

HRSA SERVES CHILDREN

The Health Resources and Services Admin-
istration (HRSA), an agency of the U.S. De-
partment of Health and Human Services, is the
primary Federal agency responsible for improv-
ing access to health care services for people who
are uninsured, isolated or medically vulnerable.
The agency is made up of 6 bureaus and 10 of-
fices. One of these bureaus, the Maternal and
Child Health Bureau (MCHB) takes the lead
in promoting the physical and mental health,
safety and well-being of the Nation’s maternal
and child health (MCH) population, which
includes all women, infants, children and their
families.
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To support its mission, MCHB oversees Fed-
eral funding to States authorized under Title V
of the Social Security Act. Title V authorizes ap-
propriations to States to improve the health of
mothers and children, including children with
special health care needs (CSHCN). Each year,
States report on the numbers of people served
by Title V-funded programs. In 2010, programs
overseen by MCHB and funded through Title
V served over 41 million people within the
MCH population, the majority of whom were
children under the age of 22 years. Additionally,
Federal programs administered by MCHB serve
subsets of the MCH population, such as chil-

dren with autism, sickle cell diseases, traumatic
brain injury and epilepsy.

Overseen by the Bureau of Primary Care,
HRSA-supported health centers seek to provide
comprehensive, culturally competent, quality
primary health care services to medically un-
derserved communities and vulnerable popu-
lations. In 2011, over 20 million people were
provided with medical, dental, mental health,
substance abuse or other services across 1,128
locations. Children aged 0 to 18 years accounted
for 33.5 percent of those served by community
health centers, with women representing a ma-
jority of users (58.7 percent; data not shown).

Number of Patients, in Millions, Served in HRSA-Funded Community

Health Centers by Age and Sex, 2011
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