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Background:
In May 2013 and July 2014, stakeholders representing the Maternal and Child Health (MCH) and nutrition workforce met to discuss the implication of the Affordable Care Act for nutrition services for the MCH population.  This activity was funded through the Alabama School of Public Health and the MCH nutrition grantees.  Decision was made to establish a CoIIN* in 5 to 10 States, with a focus on the early childhood period, to assure that core nutrition services are provided for the prevention and treatment of childhood obesity.  Dr. Bonnie Spear from the University of Alabama is the project lead.  Other key  partners  include the University of Alabama School of Public Health, the University of Washington School of Public Health (UW), the Wisconsin Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental Disabilities Program (LEND), the MCH Nutrition grantees and the Association of State Public Health Nutritionists (ASPHN).

Purpose: 
Create State models for strategic, collaborative implementation of the Affordable Care Act and The Expert Committee Recommendations Regarding the Prevention, Assessment and Treatment of Child and Adolescent Overweight and Obesity (Barlow, 2007) to support utilization of nutrition messaging and services, in order to increase the proportion of United States children ages 2-5 within a healthy weight range.

Key Drivers:        
· Providers serving the target population will communicate consistent, evidenced-based nutrition and physical activity messages identified in The Expert Committee Recommendations.

____________________________
*A CoIIN, or Collaborative Improvement and Innovation Network, has been described as a team of self-motivated people with a collective vision, enabled  by the Web to collaborate in achieving a common goal by sharing ideas, information and work.
· Providers will screen body mass index (BMI) in healthcare settings and increase referrals, when BMIs are not within a healthy weight range, to qualified providers trained in weight management (e.g., Registered Dietitians, Nutritionist, Nurse Practitioners and Physician Assistants) 
· Support nutrition and physical activity policies, programs and services, which aid in the prevention and treatment of childhood overweight and obesity.

Evaluation:
The purpose of a formative evaluation for this early childhood obesity CoIIN is to gather information from State-level stakeholders in order to inform the development and design of the COIIN process to ensure that the COIIN best meets the needs of the States. 

Objectives:
· By September 15, 2014, ASPHN will identify at least 5 States that agree to participate in the formative evaluation.  The Association will help to schedule phone calls and distribute data collection forms to leaders from each of the participating States. 
· By November 1, 2014, UW evaluators will complete interviews and document reviews (e.g., performance measures, State plans, 1305 work plans, SNAP-Ed plans, EPSDT documents, basic health care services, early care and education documents, other documents that nutrition leaders reference in providing information about their services, Policy, Systems and Environmental (PSE) change and messaging for   2-5 year olds and their families ). 
· By December 1, 2014, UW evaluators will provide the project steering committee with a summary report that answers the evaluation questions. 
· Based on the results of the evaluation, the program will be designed for implementation in the States, along with the development of an application process for selection of the States.
· This project will take 18 to 24 months to complete.  As the project develops, new partners will be added.

Contacts: 
For additional information, contact Bonnie Spear (bspear@peds.uab.edu), Denise Sofka (dsofka@hrsa.gov), Meredith Morrissette (mmorrissette@hrsa.gov) and Michele Lawler (mlawler@hrsa.gov).
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