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VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
In 2009, an estimated 4.3 million nonfatal 

violent crimes were committed in the United 
States, reflecting a significant decline over the pre-
vious year and a 39 percent decline since 2000. 
Males were more likely than females to experi-
ence nonfatal violent crime victimization overall 
(18.4 versus 15.8 per 1,000 persons aged 12 and 
older, respectively; data not shown).33 However, 
females were more likely to experience nonfatal 
intimate partner violence (IPV) than males (4.1 
versus 0.9 per 1,000 persons aged 12 and older). 
This reflects a significant decrease in the rate of 
nonfatal IPV since the early 1990s; in 1993 the 

rate of nonfatal IPV reported by females aged 12 
and older was 9.2 per 1,000 females.34 Intimate 
partner violence includes victimization commit-
ted by spouses or ex-spouses, boyfriends or girl-
friends, and ex-boyfriends or ex-girlfriends. 

Although fatal intimate partner violence has 
also declined since the early 1990s, females are 
more than twice as likely as males to be killed by 
intimate partners.34 There is also a racial disparity 
in intimate partner violence, with Black females 
experiencing higher rates of both fatal and non-
fatal violence than White females.34 

Overall, the majority of nonfatal violent 
crimes (67.5 percent) against females aged 12 and 

older in 2009 were committed by non-strangers, 
including intimate partners, family members 
or other relatives, and friends or acquaintances.  
In comparison, less than half of male victims 
of violent crime knew their attackers (45.1 per-
cent; data not shown). The proportion of violent 
crimes committed against females in which the 
offender was known by the victim was highest for 
rape and sexual assault (79.4 percent), followed 
by simple and aggravated assault (70.2 and 64.5 
percent, respectively). Only robberies were com-
mitted about equally between strangers and non-
strangers (47.5 and 46.4 percent, respectively).

Nonfatal Violent Crime Experienced by Females Aged 12 and
Older, by Type of Offense and Relationship to Perpetrator, 2009
Source II.12: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, National Crime
Victimization Survey

Nonfatal Intimate Partner Violence Perpetrated Against Persons
Aged 12 and Older, by Sex, 1993–2009
Source II.11: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, National Crime
Victimization Survey

*Use extreme caution when interpreting; estimates based on 10 or fewer sample cases. **Defined as an
attack or attempted attack with a weapon, regardless of whether an injury occurred, and an attack without
a weapon when serious injury results. †Defined as an attack or attempted attack without a weapon resulting
in less serious or no injury.
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