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NEONATAL AND
POSTNEONATAL MORTALITY

Neonatal. According to preliminary data, in
2009, 17,298 infants died before reaching 28
days of age, representing a neonatal mortality
rate of 4.19 deaths per 1,000 live births. Al-
though this represents a 1.9 percent decrease
from 4.27 per 1,000 live births in 2008, this
change was not statistically significant.

Neonatal mortality is generally related to
short gestation and low birth weight, congenital
malformations, and conditions originating in
the perinatal period, such as maternal complica-
tions related to pregnancy or complications ex-
perienced by the newborn resulting from birth.!

Neonatal mortality rates vary by race and
ethnicity. Based on preliminary data for 2009,
the neonatal mortality rate among infants born
to Black women (including Hispanics) was 8.20
per 1,000 live births, more than twice the rate
among infants born to non-Hispanic White and
Hispanic women (3.43 and 3.62 per 1,000, re-
spectively).

Postneonatal. In 2009, 9,233 infants died
between the ages of 28 days and 1 year, repre-
senting a postneonatal mortality rate of 2.24
deaths per 1,000 live births. This represents a
3.4 percent decrease since 2008, when the post-
neonatal mortality rate was 2.32 deaths per
1,000 live births.

Postneonatal mortality is generally related
to Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS),
congenital malformations, and unintentional
injuries." Postneonatal mortality varies by
race and ethnicity. According to preliminary
data in 2009, the highest rate of postneonatal

mortality was reported among infants born to

Black (including Hispanic) women (4.51 deaths
per 1,000 live births). Rates for infants born
to non-Hispanic White and Hispanic women
were 1.84 and 1.82 deaths per 1,000 live births,
respectively.
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Neonatal and Post Neonatal Mortality Rates, by Maternal Race/Ethnicity, 2009*
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*Data for 2009 are preliminary.



